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Despite the advantages brought by technology to the field of language testing,

computer-based assessment stilt presents some limitations. Discuss
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INTRODUCT|ON (03 points)

The integration of computers in language testiry. (test-takers can compare paper and pencil
tests to computerized based testing)

BODY ( 15 pointsl

Paragraph 1: Advantages

Time management: time can be nreasured, controrted, and recorded by
computers.
Easy to develop, administer, and sore.
computers can develop tasks that are simihr to real-world tasks (authentic
tasks).

computers can be linked to otherequipnrenG- This allows providing a variety of
input and prese.ntation ( e-g-, testirg many abirities/skiils at once).
Computer-based test items can elirit specift answers.
The test items in computerized tests can be adopted to the test takers, general
ability.

7 ' The answers of the test takers can be recorded and archived.8. Encourage serf-evaruation and offer immediate feedback.
9. Foster test-takers, autonomy.
L0' Test-taker's performance can be compared to other test-takers, performance

and placed in a mathematicalranks-

Paragraph 2: Disadvantages
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CONCLUSTON (02 points)

Restating what has been presented and discussed in the body.

NB:

computer unfamiriarity affects the performance of test-takers.
Most of computerized tests are based on multiple-choice questions. The latter do
not often consider productive and constructed questions.
Open-ended questions are less likely to appear.
The human interactive element is absent.
Lack of security and possibility of cheating.
Test-takers cannot skip questions or modify arready submitted answers.
Automatic scoring for constructed questions is not always accurate (especiaily
essays and open-ended questionJ.....)


